There’s a lot more to reducing auto theft than just ocking
your doors or chirping your alarm when you leave your car. Auto thieves get smarter
every day. Every time some breakthrough technology comes along to keep cars more
secure, a thief comes along to challenge that technology. That’s why we’re here. Our
goal is to stay one step ahead of car thieves by working with law enforcement as well as
the driving community to get the word out about new trends in auto theft and how NOT

to become a statistic. When cars are stolen, insurance rates go up and we all pay the

price. The Auto Theft Prevention Authority is funded through an assessment of nearly 400

insurance companies doing business in Pennsylvania. No tax dollars are used:

The Authority, created under Act 171 of 1994, has supplied 15 law enforcement/investigative units with grant funding since 1996. This
funding comes from annual assessments of auto insurance companies doing business in Pennsylvania. To date, these agencies have been
awarded more than $51.3 million to help local auto theft units investigate and prosecute auto theft through additional personnel,

modernized equipment, automobiles, special training seminars and public outreach measures.

The Uniform Crime Report (UCR), compiled each year by the Pennsylvania State Police, is the most complete and reliable indicator of
criminal activity available. The 2005 UCR data shows that motor vehicle theft declined again in 2005, and since the ATPA’s inception in 1995,

annual auto theft rates have declined by 40%.

In 2005, law enforcement officials recovered stolen vehicles worth $32.2 million and parts estimated at $1.4 million’ In ten years, the
ATPA has recovered stolen vehicles and parts worth $258.9 million. Clearly, the grantees are having an impact on auto theft and vehicle

recovery in Pennsylvania.

*UCR numbers are subject to continual edit and not cemplete until the UCR Annual Report is compiled. The 2005 Annual Report is expected October 2006.



“The Authority has been a
much-needed entity in
Pennsylvania, as they have been
able to assist both the police and
the insurance companies alike.

They have provided outstanding

assistance to the police, in terms of
manpower and equipment, to help
reduce auto thefts, apprehend and
prosecute thieves and identify false
claims of theft. We thank them for
their assistance.

- Corporal Todd Abromitis
Harrisburg Police Department




